Logical Fallacies

A logical fallacy refers to a flaw in reasoning. By recognising
types of logical fallacies, you can strengthen your ability to
evaluate information. Avoid committing logical fallacies in

your own arguments!

Argument claims that a chain reaction will take place,
even though there is not enough evidence for the
assumption. The arguer usually assumes that if A
happens, B and C etc. will follow and eventually Z
will take place.

In this case, not passing a test does not directly
equate to becoming homeless.

If we do not pass this test, we will not
be able to graduate, and we will not
get jobs. And eventually, we will end
up homeless and be sleeping on the
streets.

Misrepresenting someone’s viewpoint to make
it easier to attack.

Note that the arguer assumes the worst motive
of the non-supporter, and does not address
arguments that he may have.

He does not give support to the
environmental campaign. He is

definitely not a good person and
IS out to destroy the earth.

Some other examples
include:

—
. . ‘
| | Making a claim where the Making a conclusion based on
Making use of emotional appeal rather conclusion is included in insufficient evidences or biased
than having a valid argument. the premise. It is similar to assumptions.
Example: making a circular reasoning. Example:
‘We should decrease pollution in the Example: Stereotypes about people
area as the children here will be ‘There are ghosts in the world because such as ‘All librarians are ’
really sad if we do not do so. | have experienced what can only be shy andl quiet.
described as a ghostly experience.’ o 0

*This is not an exhaustive list of fallacies. You can explore more fallacies on your own. Importantly, exercise discretion and
be aware of flawed reasoning when taking in information.

Sources:
Logical Fallacies. (2014) Online Writing Lab. Retrieved from: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/659/03/

Fallacies. (2013) The Writing Centre, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Retrieved from: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/fallacies/

Richardson, J. et al. (2014) Thou shalt not commit logical fallacies. Retrieved from: https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/

fb.com/sgsure ource nderstand esearch valuate R
Look at its origins. Know what you’re reading. Dig deeper. Go beyond Find the balance. Exercise '(/,,d c“.e'
www.nl b.gov.sg/su re Is it trustworthy? Search for clarity. the initial source. fair judgement. erstand.Rese?"



